
 WALK 1 - Cleave, Chapple & Eastacott farms 

4.1 miles, approx 1½ hours, easy going on mostly quiet lanes 

A straightforward walk starting in Dolton village square, mostly on quiet lanes although the start is on the B3217 with some traffic likely. 
Suitable in all weather, with a couple of moderate hills. Passes close to both Dolton pubs, but no other facilities en route.  

 

Starting and finishing in Dolton Village 

Square, this walk can easily be altered de-

pending on conditions and your stamina: 

 A)  At the turning to Cleave Farm near the 

Dolton village sign, you can take the well 

signposted Tarka Trail across country, via 

Ham Farm and on to Staple Cross. For details 

of this route see Walk 6. 

 B)  At Chapple Cross you can remain on the 

road either to Dowland or via Staple Back 

lane to Staple Cross. 

   Otherwise, the full route is as follows: 

 

• From the Square, go past Church Street 

Stores and down Church Street, passing St 

Edmund’s Church main gate. Turn right and 

after 100 yds continue down the hill to the 

right-hand bend and the Dolton village sign.  

• For the Tarka Trail diversion (see walk 6) go 

through the wide metal gate and follow the signs 

down the steep valley, up via Ham Farm and 

across fields to Staple Cross to rejoin the route  

• Otherwise, continue down the hill to the bridge at the bottom, then up past the main entrance to Ham Farm. 

Continue along this road rising gently to Chapple Cross, turn left and after 30 yds right towards Chapple 

Farm.  

• Take the marked footpath to the left off this lane, diagonally across the field and over a stile in the corner, 

then diagonally across the next field unless it is planted with crops, when you can go round the edge. Turn 

right onto the road and into Dowland, turning left at the junction opposite St Peter’s Church.       

• Continue on this lane for ½ mile to Staple Cross. Turn right here as the ground continues to rise gently until 

the highest point just before passing Eastacott Farm on the left and Newlands Farm on the right. Continue for 

a further ⅓ mile to Furzepark Cross where there is an iron bench at the crossroads.  

• Turn left and go down the hill before rising again to pass the main entrance to Stafford Barton House. The 

road descends gently before crossing the brook at Culliford, followed by a moderate climb up Stafford Hill 

and back into Dolton. Turn left at the top of the hill, out onto the main road, past the planters and village no-

tice board then fork right along Fore Street to the Square. 


